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MOOSE PLATE GRANT SPOTLIGHT
MCCD works with Partners to Promote Eastern Brook Trout Habitat
By: Mariah Mitchell
Want to create good habitat for
Eastern Brook Trout? Consider
in-stream wood placement for
habitat improvement. The Merrimack County Conservation
District, with funds from the
State Conservation Committee
Moose Plate grant, did just that
in Mill Brook in Salisbury.
In the fall months of 2021,
MCCD collaborated with forest
landowner Sharon Stearns, her
forester Bob Bradbury of
LandVest, John Magee of New
Hampshire Fish and Game, and
Trout Unlimited, to restore ½
mile of trout habitat. The majority Nearby material was used to create pools for the trout to reside in,
as seen here in Mill Brook.
of this habitat restoration project
involved placing nearby woody
material into the stream to create pools for the trout to reside in. While this may sound like a simple
project to toss nearby fallen branches and logs into the streams, there is a Continued on page 2

SHARE YOUR PLANT PHOTOS
Submit Your Photos for a Chance to Win More Plants
Have you purchased plants from an MCCD
plant sale in the past? Are you looking to purchase from our fundraiser this spring? Want a
chance to win some free plants? MCCD will
be hosting a photo contest this summer, asking for pictures of plants purchased through a
previous MCCD plant sale. We want to see
how your gardens are thriving!
Submit your plant photos to MCCD at info@merrimackccd.org along with your name,
the plant(s) in the photo from us, and when
you purchased them. We will post our favorites on our Facebook page in April and ask
our followers to vote on their favorites! Top three winners will receive gift certificates up to $25 off of
their next plant purchase from us.

THANK YOU FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT OF OUR FUNDRAISING PROGRAMS!
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2021 GLEANING WRAP-UP
In 2021 we gleaned 64,843 lbs of fresh food from local farms
A huge thanks to the farms who donated:
Blakeney's Fine Baked Good, Contoocook
Blue Moon Berry Farm, Warner
Carter Hill Orchard, Concord
Double Jay Farm, Sanbornton
Found Well Farm, Pembroke
Giovagnoli Egg Farm, Boscawen
Good Enough Farm, Danbury
Grounding Stone Farm, Hopkinton
Hackleboro Orchards, Canterbury
Hip Peas Farm, Hooksett
Lavalley Farm, Hooksett
Muster Field Farm, Sutton
Off A Bit Farm, Danbury
Pete and Gerry's Eggs, Monroe
Phoenix Family Farm, Goffstown
Pustizzi Fruit Farm, Boscawen
Shaker Organic Garden, Canterbury
Spring Ledge Farm, New London
Sweet Beet Market, Bradford
Suncook Valley Farm Market, Barnstead
Terra Organics NH, Contoocook
Warner River Produce, Webster
Windswept Farm, Andover
Work Song Farm, Hopkinton

A huge thanks to the community
gardens who donated:
Colby-Sawyer Main Street Garden
Concord Boys and Girls Club Garden
Concord Head Start Garden
Franklin Parks and Recreation Garden
Ken Marshall Community Garden
Penacook Community Center Garden
Salisbury Elementary School Garden
Second Start Garden
Webster Elementary School Garden
Webster Ridge Farm High Tunnel

Plus a massive thanks to
the several home gardens
and orchards that
contributed this year.

Moose Plate continued from page 1
scientific method to make the habitat as natural as possible. The Trout Unlimited crew worked to take down select trees near the water’s
edge to ensure that no new biota, or animal and plant life of a particular region, was being introduced to
the area. The crews then carefully chose ideal placement and arrangement of the woody material to create the perfect habitat for trout to reside in. The woody material was placed and secured so that it would
not become a blockage over time, and to create the ideal pooling areas that our NH trout love. The
branches of these cut trees slowed the fast-moving water in the areas they were placed, to create slow
pools for the trout and other native fish to rest and find food in. These added-in pools provided the
trout with less space to travel along the brook from the existing pools, therefore allowing them more
opportunity to rest, feed, hide from predators, and, ultimately, to have a better chance of survival. The
trout will rest and feed in the pools before moving on to the next area.
Funding for this restoration project was sourced primarily from the NH Moose Plate Grants. NH
Moose Plate grants support a wide variety of grant projects in the granite state ranging from conservation associations, historical resources, schools, and even biodiversity preservation projects. When a citizen of NH purchases a NH Moose Plate license
This project was funded by the Conservation Moose Plate grant
plate, the contributions of this purchase are put
into grants which many organizations can apply funds. This is funded through the purchase of Conservation Licenses
for to perform a wide variety of projects through
Plates, known as “Moose Plates.”
the state. You can find out more about the NH
Moose Plate program and their available grants
by visiting their website: https://
www.mooseplate.com/.
Our thanks to all of those who collaborated to
make this project possible!
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INTERN SPOTLIGHT
Gabrielle (Gabby) Gardiner

STANLEY GRIMES
CONSERVATION SCHOLARSHIP

|REMINDER|
This year, the Merrimack County Conservation
District is honored to give out two (2) $1,000
scholarships to Merrimack County residents who
are enrolled in a two or four-year program of study
in fields of Natural Resources such as Agriculture,
Forestry, Environmental Science, Horticulture,
Wetland Science, Environmental Engineering and
Soil Science. One scholarship will go to a first year
student, and the second to an upperclassman.
Visit merrimackccd.org for more information.
Applications are due May 6th!

My name is Gabrielle (Gabby)
Gardiner and I am currently a
second-year Math Major at NHTI.
I will be earning my associate’s
degree in the spring, after which I
will then be transferring to a fouryear school where I will study Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering. Some of my hobbies include
cooking, kayaking, and gardening.
I look forward to meeting the
people of Merrimack County at
the farmer’s markets and other
MCCD programs!

BECOME A CITIZEN SCIENTIST
Great Backyard Bird Count 2022

2022 Turkey Surveys

Participate in the Great Backyard Bird Count any or all days from
February 18th-21st. For any or all of these four days in February,
count all of the birds you see for as little as 15 minutes on at least
one of the four days. Then submit your bird list on eBird to be
part of this global citizen science event. eBird is a free sight run by
the Cornell Lab or Ornithology that birders everywhere use to log
bird sightings. Your participation helps involve you with the
world around you and helps scientist better monitor and protect
birds around the world. This program is collaborative between
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology, the National Audubon Society,
and Birds Canada.

The New Hampshire Fish and Game (NHF&G) biologists are asking
for the public’s help in surveying turkey broods this year. The survey is
open from June 1st through August 31st. Their objective is to determine how many young turkeys survive into adulthood.

There is a free webinar on February 16th at 2:00pm where you
can learn from experts about bird ID and listening to bird songs.
Visit https://www.birdcount.org/ to register for this webinar and
to find more information about the Great Backyard Bird Count
for 2022.
Birders everywhere look forward to spending this special
weekend with you to watch, observe, and celebrate birds in
our own back
yards!

There are particular pieces of information that NHF&G are asking
volunteers to collect:
•
Date of Sighting—Sightings only made through August 31st
•
Location of Sighting—record the town and location of the sightings and use the supplied reference map to identify the Wildlife
Management Unit (WMU) where the birds were located. The
WMU can be found when submitting sightings on the NHF&G
website.
•
Number of Hens and Poults (young turkeys)—The surveys are
only looking to count the hens and poults. Please do not report
sightings of adult male turkeys
•
Size of Poults—report the relative size of poults when you observe them. The sizing is important as it helps NHF&G biologists
determine the hatching date of various broods. NHF&G has a
reference list and image to help with relative
size comparisons:


Sparrow size = chicks



Robin size = 2-week-olds



Quail size = 3-week-olds



Pigeon size = 4-week-olds



Grouse size = 6-week-olds

 Pheasant size = 8-week-olds
For more information, visit
www.wildlife.state.nh.gov/surveys.turkeybrood.html
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SPRING CONSERVATION
MERRIMACK COUNTY
FUNDRAISER
WINTER FARMERS’ MARKETS
Downtown Concord Winter Farmers’
Market at Eagle Square
November-April, Saturday, 9-noon
7 Eagle Square, Concord, NH
Contoocook Farmers’ Market
November-April, Saturday, 9-noon,
Maple Street School, 194 Maple St,
Hopkinton, NH
Danbury Blazing Star Grange Winter
Market
November-May, 1st Saturdays, 9-noon
Blazing Star Grange, 15 North Road,
Danbury, NH
Penacook Winter Farmers’ Market
Oct—May, Wednesdays, 3-6 pm
Riverhill Grange, 32 Horsehill Rid,
Penacook, NH

Order Form Inside
Native Plants | Flowering Bulbs | Bat Houses | Composters
Wood Duck Boxes | Rain Barrels | and More!

Additional information and color sheets for the
Spring Conservation Fundraiser available on
merrimackccd.org.
Please call for more information at

603-223-6020

