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NEW HIGH TUNNEL FOR NHTI
By Ella Diers—A ribbon cutting event outside
NHTI Concord’s Community College (NHTI)
on Wednesday, May 5, officially opened up the
school’s new high tunnel, along with many new
agricultural opportunities. This high tunnel,
built in partnership with the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), came to fruition
from a grant led by the Merrimack County
Conservation District (MCCD).
The high tunnel, while it may look similar to a
greenhouse, has a few key differences. These
tunnels are structures made of polyethylene
fabric or plastic on top hoop structures. In
them, crops are planted directly into the
ground, which gives farmers the opportunity
for crop rotation and cover crops to increase
soil health, and drip irrigation for plant health.
Unveiling of the new high tunnel at NHTI Community College
High tunnels are used by farmers to extend growing
seasons earlier in the spring and later into the fall, and they are easier and more cost effective to install than a greenhouse.
(Continued on Page 3)
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The 2021 Local Food Guide is
here! This town-by-town list of
farms near you helps to support
local agriculture. Available for
viewing on the
merrimackccd.org website, or
give us a call at (603) 223-6020
for a copy!
You can also grab a copy at your
local farmers’ market.

Artwork by Monica Rico of
Woodthrush Farm in Henniker
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75th ANNIVERSARY LEGACY AWARD
Businesses, organizations, families, and individuals were all up for nomination for the Legacy
Award. The purpose of this award is to recognize those who have shown commitment to conservation and stewardship in New Hampshire. Conservation is truly a team effort, and the Districts would not be where they are now without combining efforts with each other, as well as
everyday people who want to ensure that their land will be forever protected. Hand in hand,
communities and landowners have worked together with the New Hampshire Conservation
Districts to protect forests, meadows, wetlands, and habitats all across the state.
And the results are in… everyone's a winner! With over 150 areas of land in conservation in
Merrimack County alone, the Conservation Districts were all hard-pressed to pick just one winner from each county, so we have decided to congratulate all landowners who have put their
land in conservation, and honor the sacrifice they made in the hopes of a cleaner, greener
world. The Merrimack County Conservation District will put out a booklet with each landowner, individual, or group to recognize everyone who has contributed their land to conservation.
Contact the Merrimack County Conservation District at (603) 223-6020 or email at
info@merrimackccd.org for more information.

NEW PROGRAM FOR TIMBER HARVESTERS AND HAULERS
The USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers program, or PATHH, which
is administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA), is rolling out a new program to assist timber loggers and truckers who were affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Part of the USDA’s Pandemic
Assistance for Producers program, PATHH will provide up to $200 million of financial assistance to
timber businesses that had losses in 2020 as a result of the pandemic. Through PATHH, individual
truckers and loggers can receive up to $120,000 of financial assistance.
To be eligible, interested loggers and truckers must have been in operation for at least part of 2019
and 2020, and must have experienced a loss of at least 10 percent gross revenue in 2020.
Applications are available starting July 22 through October 15, 2021.
For more information about eligibility or the application process, please contact your local Merrimack County FSA office at (603) 223-6003, or visit https://www.farmers.gov/pandemicassistance/pathh.

2021 STANLEY GRIMES CONSERVATION
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
Each year the Merrimack County Conservation District is honored to give out a $1,000 scholarship to a Merrimack County resident who is enrolled in a two or four-year program of study in
fields of Natural Resources such as Agriculture, Forestry, Environmental Science, Horticulture,
Wetland Science, Environmental Engineering and Soil Science.
Wyatt Rheinhardt—Bow, New Hampshire
Wyatt Rheinhardt is graduate of Bow High School and a lifelong hunter and lover of the outdoors. Ever since he was a child, he knew he wanted to spend his time outside. To turn his passion for nature into a career, Wyatt will be attending Paul Smith’s College, where he will be
working towards a Bachelor of Science degree in wildlife management, with a minor in Geographic Information Systems (GIS). He hopes to work with others to teach them more about
wildlife, all the while spending time in the place he loves the most: the great outdoors.
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High Tunnel Continued
from page 1
For NHTI’s Sustainable Agriculture program,, however, this tunnel won’t just be used for farming or
extending the growing season. It will be put to a
different, more educational use. Previously, students
in the program had to venture off campus for any
farming experience, but inconsistent transportation
options for students created a loss of class time,
leaving students with less time for learning. Now,
the high tunnel provides on campus experiences and
easy and quick access to the school labs. Students
have the opportunity to test the soil, identify insects,
run any other experiment with ease, and conduct
student research projects. As the only two year agricultural program in New Hampshire, the new high
tunnel will boost interest in and help to grow the
program, and yield a new crop of young farmers and
conservationists. The tunnel will also allow for local

farmers to experiment with crops. If their
plan does not pan out, they will not have
any negative consequences from the
small scale experiment. The high tunnel
will also serve as a nursery for plants that
will ultimately be transferred to the Sycamore Community Garden, a space
which provides low-income and New
American families to be able to grow
their own crops, especially crops unacclimated to the New Hampshire climate.
This beneficial high tunnel will provide
opportunities for students and local
farmers to learn and grow. It will greatly benefit
the agricultural program and build interest in sustainable farming. It will also help out other programs;
students will be planting pumpkins this summer, so
the engineering students can chuck them with catapults in the fall. This is also just the beginning of
improving the agricultural program at NHTI. The

An inside view of the new high tunnel

school plans to add drip irrigation, composting, and
a weather station, as well as a small orchard and
pollinator habitat.
To learn more about the Sustainable Agriculture
program at NHTI, visit www.nhti.edu.

CONSERVATION IN THE GRANITE
STATE PODCAST COMING SOON
This year, the conservation districts of New Hampshire are commemorating the 75th anniversary
of their inception. To celebrate, the Merrimack County Conservation District has created a podcast! The Conservation in the Granite State podcast intends to examine the conservation efforts
of the ten New Hampshire Conservation Districts over the past seventy-five years. Featuring key
figures in conservation from all over the state, the podcast will also encourage listeners of the
podcast to consider their roles in the environment and conservation efforts. Please visit
nhconservationhistory.com for updates and more information.

2021 INTERN SPOTLIGHTS
ELLA DIERS

NOAH BUCKNER

I first started volunteering for
the MCCD during the winter of
2019, and I am so excited to be
back again as an intern!

Hi there!

I am going into my sophomore
year at Beloit College in Beloit,
WI, where I am planning on
majoring in Media Studies and
minoring in Journalism.
I love swimming, hiking, and
camping all around NH, and I
am so glad to be a part of something to help conserve our natural
world.
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My name is Noah Buckner, and I am a
proud resident of New Hampshire pursuing
my degree in biology. I am a current student at NHTI and I am a passionate outdoors enthusiast and Eagle Scout.
When I’m not busy at work as a contractor,
you can find me on the trail or out fishing
NH’s lakes and rivers. I look forward to
getting to know more of the incredible personalities that make up the Merrimack
County community, as well as being a part of MCCD’s efforts to improve the environment in our unique, and diverse community.

MERRIMACK COUNTY SUMMER
FARMERS’ MARKETS
Canterbury Farmers’ Market
June 2-Sep 29, Wednesdays, 4:00-6:30 pm
9 Center Road

Concord Farmers’ Market
May-October 30, Saturdays, 8:30-12:00 pm
Capital Street
Contoocook Farmers’ Market
June-October, Saturdays, 9:00-12:00 pm
The Train Depot, 896 Main Street

Franklin Farmers’ Market
June 24-September 30, Thursdays,
3:00-6:00 pm
Marceau Park, Central Street

Salisbury Farmers’ Market
June 21-August 30, 3:00-6:00 pm
Salisbury Town Hall, 645 Old Turnpike
Road

Henniker Farmers’ Market
June-October, Thursdays, 4:00-7:00 pm
57 Main Street

Warner Farmers’ Market
May-October, Saturdays, 9:00-1:00 pm
5 East Main Street

Penacook Farmers’ Market
June-September, Mondays, 4:00-6:30 pm
88 Village Street

Wilmot Farmers’ Market
June 25-September 25, Saturdays
9:00-12:00 pm
Town Green, 9 Kearsarge Valley Road

2021 FALL BULB SALE
Accepting orders for our fall bulb sale! Use the order form inside, give us a
call, or check out our website at merrimackccd.org

