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CONSERVATION NEWS 2021 

NEW HARVEST TO  
MARKET PROGRAM 

By Hillary Bailey—Farmers’ need us now more than 
ever. Check out online Farmers’ Markets throughout 
Merrimack County for a safe way to support your 
neighbors, our local farmers. This pandemic has 
created trying times for all, and that has made our 
local economy even more important. Check off the 
items on your grocery list, stay safe, and keep your 
money local by visiting Harvesttomarket.com and 
searching for Contoocook Farmers’ Market, Blazing 
Star Grange Farmers’ Market in Danbury, or Down-
town Concord Winter Farmers’ Market. Our efforts 
are to make these markets safe, easily accessible and 
to support our local agricultural infrastructure 
through these difficult times. We are so honored to 
play such an integral role in supporting our local 
economy. 

Merrimack County Conservation District provides a variety of support for   

Hillary Bailey at the Contoocook Farmers’ Market 

(Continued on Page 3) 

MCCD WELCOMES NEW  
DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST  

By Lianna Blakeman—The Merrimack County Conservation District is pleased to join Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) in welcoming their new District Conservationist, Jessica Rock.  

Growing up on a beef farm in Virginia, Rock is not new to working with NRCS. In high school she 
joined NRCS on multiple projects before going on to college 
at Virginia Tech where she focused on soils. Finding herself in 
New England, Rock fell in love with the New Hampshire area.  

“I oversee both the Concord and Milford offices,” Rock said. 
“I still do some planning work with customers [as a Soil Con-
servationist].”  

Rock explains that every DC position is different, especially 
this one as it is split between two offices, Concord and Mil-
ford.  

“The DC’s job is about being the connection between the 
agency and the customer and managing the expectations and Jess Rock with her dog 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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MCCD JOINS STATE TO  
CELEBRATE 75th ANNIVERSARY 

By Laura Angers—The Merrimack County Conservation District is joining with 
its community and the rest of the state to celebrate its 75th anniversary in 2021. 
Conservation Districts were created by New Hampshire legislation in 1945 to 
set local priorities and deliver information and assistance to landowners and 
users, and over the course of the following year, each county established its 
own conservation district. Merrimack County was established on January 24, 
1946. 

MCCD is collaborating with the other conservation districts around the state 
on a year-long 75th-anniversary celebration, which will include the following: 

 Governor’s Proclamation – As was done for the 50th and 60th anniver-
saries, the NH State Conservation Committee, NH Association of Conser-
vation Districts, the Conservation Districts Employees’ Association, and 
the 10 county conservation districts will be requesting a proclamation from 
Governor Sununu in recognition of its 75th anniversary. 

 Flashback Fridays – Throughout the year, we will do “Flashback Friday” 
posts on social media to share conservation practices past and present and to 
highlight how these practices might have evolved over time.* 

 “Conservation in the Granite State” Podcast — MCCD received an NH 
Humanities Grant to produce a podcast on the history of the conservation dis-
tricts in New Hampshire. We will be interviewing leaders in conservation, agri-
culture, forestry, etc. in a number of podcasts to be released later this year. 

 Legacy Awards – Each county will recognize one awardee, either an individ-
ual or an organization, for their sustained commitment to and practice of conser-
vation over time. Awardees will be selected by each conservation district’s Board 
of Supervisors. 

For updates on 75th-anniversary activities, please check our website, www.merrimackccd.org. 

*If you have any historical photos of conservation projects that you would like to share with us, please scan and email them to in-

DONATE TODAY 

Your tax-deductible donation will help the Stanley 
Grimes Conservation Scholarship, the Veteran 

Farmers’ Market Voucher program, community 
garden projects, and conservation education.  

CONGRATULATIONS 

to our very own 

Hillary Bailey 
for being nominated as a  

Granite State 
Food Hero 
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2020 GLEANING WRAP-UP 
In 2020 we gleaned over 75,000 lbs  of fresh food from local farms 

A huge thanks to the farms who donated:  

Blakeney’s Fine Baked Goods 

Blue Moon Berry Farm 

Brookford Farm 

Carter Hill Orchard 

Giovagnoli Farms 

Good Enough Farm 

Grounding Stone Farm 

Hackleboro Orchards 

Hop N Hen Farm 

Ken Marshall Community Garden 

LaValley Farm 

Muster Field Farm 

Nalla Farm 

Night Farm 

Off A Bit Farm 

Pete and Gerry’s Eggs 

Pustizzi Fruit Farm 

Shaker Organic Garden 

Spring Ledge Farm 

Sweet Beet Market 

Warner River Produce 

Webster Ridge Farm 

Windswept Farm 

Work Song Farm 

And private residents who contributed from 
their home gardens and orchards this year. 

And many thanks to the volunteers who 
made it all possible:  

The Friends RSVP Program 

Tilton School 

And the wonderful individuals who signed up 
with NH Gleans 

What is Gleaning? 

Gleaning is the act of collecting excess food 
from area farms, farmers’ markets and  
gardens and donating it to local charitable or-

Harvest Market Continued from page 1  

local farmers’ markets.. In Contoocook and Concord we provide technical assistance along 
with programs to aid affordability for food insecure residents and veterans in the Granite 
State. Our SNAP/EBT Market Match program is available at winter markets in Concord, 
Contoocook and Danbury. This program matches SNAP/EBT purchases up to $20. That 
means that food insecure residents can buy $40 worth of market products for $20 while 
supporting local vendors. We also offer our Veteran Market Dollars (VMD) program at all 
three winter markets. Veterans can get $10 in vouchers every month! The Blazing Star 
Grange, which hosts the Danbury Winter Market, also matches our VMD Program, provid-
ing $20 in vouchers every 
month. These programs pro-
vide opportunities for so many 
people to support our local 
economy and the Veteran 
Market Dollars program is our 
way of thanking vets for their 
service. 

Visit our website to learn more 
about the programs we sup-
port and the services we pro-
vide to local farms, landowners 
and farmers’ markets.  

www.Merrimackccd.org. 

New Conservationist Continued 
from page 1  

assisting the planners when needed,” said Rock. She enjoys 
the challenges that this position brings to her every day and 
getting to know a lot more of the farmers than she would 
have as a soil conservationist. 

Due to Covid-19, the position and work has become increas-
ingly challenging. Working with customers and farmers have 
now moved to video and phone calls, onboarding employees 
has been a difficulty all to itself, and progress has slowed 
down due to technology and proximity complications which 
make projects take a few additional days to complete. But 
Rock said that the farmers and customers have been very 
supportive during these times, and are very respectful of 
social distancing when meeting out in the field.  

“We’re really trying to find the best way to get conservation 
out there,” said Rock about working in these difficult times.  

Rock’s goal in this position is ultimately to have very open 
and transparent communication and work to get better con-
servation out in the field. “We’re here to serve the customers 
and I want them to know we’re there,” Rock said. “We’re 
here for them and I want them to know they can come to us 
for help.” 

The SNAP/EBT Market Match Program is still availa-
ble this year during the winter markets! 



Concord Farmers’ Market at Cole Gardens (social distancing) 
November-April, Saturdays, 9:30-1:00 pm 
430 Loudon Rd, Concord, NH 03301 

 

Downtown Concord Farmers’ Market (social distancing) 
November-April, Saturday, 9:00-12:00 pm 
20 South Main St. Concord, NH 03301 

 

Contoocook Farmers’ Market (pickup only) 
November-May, Saturday, 10:00-12:00 pm 
*Order by 11:59 pm on Wednesdays  
The Train Depot, 896 Main Street, Contoocook, NH 03229 

 

Danbury Farmers’ Market (pickup + social distancing) 
November-April, 1st Saturdays, 9:00-1:00 pm 
*Online orders by 11;59 pm on Thursdays 
Grange Hall, 15 North Road, Danbury, NH 03230 

Riverhill Grange Farmers’ Market (social distancing) 
October-April, Wednesdays, 3:00-6:00 pm 
Riverhill Grange, 32 Horsehill Rd, Penacook, NH 03303

MERRIMACK COUNTY WINTER  
FARMERS’ MARKETS 

SPRING SHRUB SALE 2021 

Order Form Inside 
Additional information and color sheets for tree & shrub sale 
available on merrimackccd.org. Special bulk orders of  fruits, 
perennials, and native trees/ shrubs available.  Please call for 


