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CONSERVATION NEWS 2019 

ANNUAL DINNER WRAP-UP 
The Merrimack Wonder 

This year’s annual dinner went out with a bang, featuring the beautiful background of Beech Hill Farm, an awards 

presentation highlighting incredible farms and people 

of the county, and finishing off with an invigorating 

speech about “The Return of the Merrimack Won-

der.” 

In 2018, Merrimack County gleaned over 44,000 

pounds of food throughout the county. Gleaning is the 

act of collecting excess food from area farms, farmers’ 

markets, and gardens then donating the produce to 

local charitable organizations.  

This year’s Cooperator of the Year was Hackleboro 

Orchards. They contributed 11,775 pounds of fruits 

CONSERVING WATER, BOTTLING MILK 

MCCD Gets Grant for Milk House Waste System 

With a generous grant from the Conservation Moose Plate Grant Funds, Contoocook Creameries at 

Bohanan Farm and Merrimack County Conservation District were able to put in a new bark mulch milk 

house waste system. This system, replacing the existing system that was nearing its end of life, will pro-

tect the Contoocook River while processing the additional milk waste from the new bottling plant at the 

farm. 

As they say on Con-

toocook Creamery’s 

website, the water qual-

ity of the Contoocook 

River is extremely im-

portant to the Bohanan 

Farm. Sitting right 

along the banks of the 

river, the Farm takes 

every step they can to 

ensure that they are not 

harming the water sys-

tem. This new bark 

Continued on page 2 
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Hackleboro Orchards is this year’s Cooperator of the Year 



 

CONSERVATION NEWS  2019 

Page Two 

and vegetables to Merrimack County and an additional 1,648 pounds to 

Belknap County Conservation District.  

In addition to their incredible gleaning last year, Hackleboro Orchards 

was the initial advocate for the Veteran Value Bucks Program. This pro-

gram aims to increase access to fresh locally grown food to our commu-

nity of veterans and their families. Harry and Dustin Weiser of the or-

chard brought this program to the District’s attention and urged for its 

creation. 

After its successful year in 2018, this program will continue into the sum-

mer of 2019. Merrimack County Conservation District is committed to 

closing the gap of food insecurity among New Hampshire’s veteran com-

munity. Initial funding for this program came from the Merrimack Coun-

ty Savings Bank and the Champions of N.H. Agriculture grant program. 

Thank you again, Hackleboro Orchards, for your continued conservation 

and community work this past year and for the years ahead.  

MCCD would also like to honor the Retired and Senior Volunteer Pro-

gram (RSVP). Due to the program’s focus on supporting community 

gardens and gleaning across New Hampshire, RSVP makes up the ma-

jority of MCCD’s volunteer force. MCCD’s gleaning program has signifi-

cantly expanded with the top-notch quality of these volunteers. The Dis-

trict could not accomplish all their gleaning and other community pro-

jects without the generous help of the RSVP volunteers and others 

throughout Merrimack County. 

Tom Curren, of Danbury, presented his findings on the Merrimack 

Wonder, a previously extinct sweet pepper variety developed at UNH 

specifically for the colder New Hampshire climate. This variety went 

extinct in New Hampshire when the Merrimack Farmers’ Exchange 

closed in the 1980s, but seeds were found in New York a few years ago.  

Tom weaved an intriguing story about the importance of local foods, 

farming and the re-discovery of this cold climate wonder pepper. 

Since the discovery, Curren and his wife have helped to propagate about 

4,000 seeds. This summer they have finally achieved critical mass and 

seeds and seedlings are now being sold to the general public.  

This past year was an incredible one for the Merrimack County Conser-

vation District, filled with new programs and people who made it their 

goal to spread the importance of local foods.  

Annual Meeting continued from page 1 

2019 Stanley Grimes Conservation Scholarship Winner 

Each year the Merrimack County Conservation District is honored to give out a $1,000 scholarship to a Merrimack County resident who 

is enrolled in a two or four-year program of study in fields of Natural Resources such as Agriculture, Forestry, Environmental Science, 

Horticulture, Wetland Science, Environmental Engineering and Soil Science.  

Carter Haley – Contoocook, NH 

Carter intends to study Conservation and Wildlife Biology at the University of New Hampshire. He has always had a passion in learning 

about wildlife and studying tracks, plants and ecology and has known for years that he wants to pursue a career in conservation. His ulti-

mate career goal is to work with the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department preserving and protecting this beautiful state and wild-

life. Currently Carter is a certified volunteer wildlife docent, where he leads trail hikes and educates the public about natural habitats and 

environments around the state.  

GLEAN TODAY! 
Have some extra crops this season? Got some produce that’s just 

a little bit too bruised to sell at the farmers’ market? Did you 

plant too many cucumbers in your garden? 

You should consider GLEANING 

Gleaning is the act of harvesting or collecting excess food from farms, farmers’ 

markets and gardens and then donating to local soup kitchens or other com-

munity services. 

Contact MCCD if you have some produce available for 

gleaning this season! (603) 223-6020 

INTERN SPOTLIGHT: Emma Denis 

This is Emma's first summer interning at the Merrimack County Con-

servation District. Emma is finishing her associates degree this fall in 

Sustainable Agriculture at the New Hampshire Technical Institute. In 

the future she plans on pursuing her bachelor’s degree at UNH. 

Emma's favorite parts of her MCCD internship is the gleaning pro-

gram, where she gets to help with harvesting and distributing excess 

food donated by local farmers. 

Any opportunity to be outside 

in the dirt is a good opportunity! 

In her free time Emma enjoys 

being outdoors, cooking, draw-

ing, reading and hanging out 

with her friends and very good 

dog. At NHTI she is involved in 

the community as president if 

the Environmental Action Club. 



 STAFF SPOTLIGHT: Steve Cook 

A long-term Concord resident, Steve is a leading facilitator of the Granite State Market Match 

Program at local farmers’ markets around the county. This program doubles your SNAP/EBT 

funds up to $20 at participating farmers’ markets. By serving in this position, Steve has made 

lasting connections with the commu-

nity as he meets with them on a per-

sonal level. Through his charm and 

demeanor, Steve has built strong rela-

tionships with the market and ven-

dors/farmers. Steve first came to 

MCCD as an intern while getting his Environmental Science  

Degree from NHTI.  

Come visit our booth at the Concord Farmers’ Market, 9-noon, on  

Saturday and say hello to Steve!  
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Applications Available 
Have a project that supports and promotes 

programs and partnerships that protect,  
restore, and enhance the state’s valuable  

natural resources? The 2019 Conservation 
“Moose Plate” Grant, by the New Hampshire 
State Conservation Committee (SCC), is now  
accepting applications. These applications are 
due on September 14, 2018. Awards will be 
announced in December 2018 and funding 
will be available to successful applicants in 
May 2019. Forms and information can be 

found at www.SCC.nh.gov 

This project was funded by the Conservation Moose Plate grant 

funds. This is funded through the purchase of Conservation  

License Plates, known as “Moose Plates.”  

NATURAL RESOURCES STEWARDS PROGRAM 

Learn About Nature in this Dynamic Program 

Fridays, Sept 6 to Nov 22 8:30 am -4 pm 
Canterbury Shaker Village 

The Natural Resources Steward program offers a comprehensive education 

and volunteer support network for people who want to learn, explore and 

share the nature of New Hampshire. It starts with a hands-on course that 

brings people together to explore NH’s ecosystems – how trees, plants, 

soil, fungi, water, wildlife and even humans are interconnected, and how 

we can reduce our impact and restore and protect the nature we are a part 

of. Graduates then volunteer throughout the state, stewarding for NH’s 

precious resources in a variety of conservation projects. Learn more about 

this program and apply today at www.nhstewards.org. 

mulch milk house waste system will be integral in allowing the farm to contin-

ue preserving the water quality of the river.  

Thanks to the NH State Conservation Committee’s Conservation Moose 

Plate Grant Program for funding this important project. 

Milk House continued from page 1 

http://www.SCC.nh.gov
http://www.nhstewards.org/


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
July 25— Fundamentals of Organic 

Lawn Care Workshop Series at Bessie 

Rowell Community Center from 6-7:30 

pm. Learn how to create a sustainable, 

healthy, chemical free lawn. 

Priority Bulb Sale orders due 

Sept. 9 

 July 30— Fundamentals of Organic 

Lawn Care Workshop Series at the 

Audubon McLane Center from 7-8:30 

pm. See above for details.  

July 31— Meeting Agricultural Water 

Needs on New Hampshire Farms at 

the Nackey S. Loeb School of Communi-

cation from 1-4 pm. Presentations will go 

over the basics of irrigation water man-

agement, a new shallow well design, and 

affordable USDA programs for water 

management.  

August 24 & 25—Muster Field Farm 

Days in Sutton. The museum’s largest 

event of the year, a two-day celebration 

of all things agricultural, historical and 

farm-related.  

August 14-19— Annual Celebration 

(Plants, That is) in Franklin.  A self-

guided tour featuring annuals for color 

and texture. Map provided. Open 10am-

6pm at Tarbin Gardens, 321 Salisbury 

Road, Franklin, NH. 

October 6— Muster Field Farm Harvest 

Day in Sutton.  Come celebrate the sum-

mer’s harvest! 

October 11-13— Fall Foliage Festival in 

Warner.  Come celebrate rural life and 

vibrant foliage at our free, family-

oriented community festival in the village 

of Warner, NH., Including a farmers 

market, food vendors, artisans, games, 

rides, parades, and more! 

THE MISSION OF THE MERRIMACK COUNTY  

CONSERVATION DISTRICT IS TO PROMOTE AND ACHIEVE 

CONSERVATION OF THE LANDSCAPE AND HERITAGE OF 

MERRIMACK COUNTY. 


