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Introducing Mike Birchler, NRCS District Conservationist
for Merrimack and Hillsborough County!
Mike grew up in a very tight-knit family on a 1000ac
dairy farm in rural, southern Illinois. As a kid that farm
was his kingdom. He and his cousins spent their
days wandering through the forests and pastures. He
knew then what he wanted to with his life: play
outside all day, every day. After seven years in the
army, two tours of duty in Iraq (2003 and 2005), and
one tour of duty in Afghanistan (2007) he was ready
to work inside. Luckily for him, he met and married
the love of his life, Kathrin, while stationed in
Grafenwoehr, Germany before they were sent to Fort
Bragg, NC where he spent two years as an Airborne
Infantryman in the 82nd Airborne Division.
After he finished his deployment to Afghanistan, he and his wife decided to leave
the Army in April 2008. They moved to Southern Illinois where they both attended
college at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale. After he had completed his
B.S. in Forest Resource Management they returned to Germany where he received
his M.S. in Forestry and Wildlife Management at the Technical University of Munich
in Munich, Germany. After Mike received his M.S. in 2014, he and his wife once
again returned to Illinois where he spent two years working as a Timber
Management Specialist and Crew Leader for a wildlife habitat management team in
Jonesboro, IL.
On December 9, 2015, Mike and his wife welcomed their
first child, their daughter Alina into the world. His wife decided

Continued on page 3

Stone Wall Mapping Project Uses New Technology
to Honor The Past
The New Hampshire Geological Survey (NHGS), at the
New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services
(NHDES), is launching a new interactive "New
Hampshire Stone Wall Mapper," which will enable the
public to use this web-based tool to map the state's
landscape of historic stone walls. This crowd-sourcing
map is made possible through a $14,487 grant from the
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation. The grant will
help further NHGS' mission to provide the public with
authoritative information on the state's landforms and to
promote earth science education.
The "New Hampshire Stone Wall Mapper," is a
mapping initiative that uses the availability of Light
Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) images across New
Hampshire to map the state's historic stone walls,
especially in areas that are completely forested today.
LiDAR provides a detailed map of land surface
Continued on page 3
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EQUIPMENT
AVAILABLE TO RENT
If interested please contact the
district at 223-6020 or email
info@merrimackccd.org.
Compact Constant Head Penetrometer (A.K.A. Amoozemeter)

SKIDDER BRIDGE RENTAL PROGRAM
The Merrimack County Conservation District now
offers skidder bridges for rent for around the
county. Skidder bridges are designed and intended for use as temporary structures for crossing
streams during logging. With New Hampshire
having roughly 89 percent tree coverage, logging
is a very prevalent business throughout the entire
state.
These bridges are widely accepted as a best management practice for controlling non
-point source pollution associated with timber harvesting operations. They minimize
stream bank and stream bed disturbance as compared with alternative devices, such
as culverts or poled fords, and they reduce the occurrence of sedimentation, channeling, and any degradation of aquatic habitat, while allowing loggers to harvest timber.

Soil Penetrometer

In addition to these environmental benefits, portable skidder bridges also offer
economic benefits as they are reusable, easy to install, and can be transported from
job to job.
The use of these bridges is increasingly popular with loggers, forest landowners, and
consulting foresters who realize their environmental and economic benefits.
These bridges are constructed of green hemlock and reinforced with 1” threaded steel
rods and 10” screws and/or cabin spikes. Each bridge is made up of three panels.
Application forms and more information are available online at
merrimackccd.org/forms-and-publications/.

Mechanical Aerator

Rental Rate
$100 per month of use
Equipment options: 16-foot skidder bridge OR 20-foot skidder
bridge.

Conservation & Heritage
License Plate Program
Narrow Wood Ash/Lime Spreader

This project was funded by the Conservation Moose Plate grant funds. This is funded through the purchase of Conservation License Plates, known as “Moose Plates.”
This year’s Merrimack County Grant Recipients
Pine Lane Easement
Five Rivers Conservation Trust
Kearsarge Region Brook Trout Restoration Project
Merrimack County Conservation District

And Now a New Skidder Bridge
(see right for more details)
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Interested in the Mooseplate Program?
Have a project that supports, promotes programs and partnerships that protect,
restore, and enhance the state’s valuable natural resources?
Forms and information can be found at www.SCC.nh.gov
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Mike Birchler continued from page 1

The Stephen H. Taylor Leadership Award
Our very own District Manager, Stacy Luke is
this year’s recipient!
The Stephen H. Taylor Leadership Award
recognizes an individual or business/
organization currently working in the field of
agriculture exemplifying leadership in the field
of agriculture and consumer awareness and
education regarding agriculture and
agricultural issues.
The Award Ceremony will be Held at the New
Hampshire Farm and Forest Exposition in the
evening on Friday, February 1st.
Congratulations Stacy!

to stay and care for her, so Mike started looking for a
promotion. That’s when he found the District Commissioner
position at NRCS in Richmond IN, which he filled for three
years. After years of contemplating a move to New England
and an extensive job search, he found the District
Conservationist opening in Concord. He applied that very
day! He gladly accepted the position in early July.
“In working for the NRCS, I believe that I have finally
found the perfect indoor/outdoor job that I wanted as a kid…
I have found that I really enjoy working with and helping
farmers and local landowners to improve their land
management systems… I have found my niche. The NRCS
is a great agency and I absolutely love my job.” He is looking
forward to working with everyone as the District
Conservationist for Hillsborough and Merrimack County.
Mike and Kathrin are thrilled to be here in New Hampshire
and we are equally thrilled to have them!
Welcome to the Team!

Stone Walls Continued from page 1
elevations representing the "bare earth" as though treeless, rather than the aerial
satellite imagery we are accustomed to. The NH Stone Wall Mapper provides a
unique opportunity for the public to trace stone walls right onto LiDAR images
while panning and zooming across the state on their computer screens. The
mapping interface has been designed for easy use and only requires access to a
web browser and the internet.
"Generations of farmers and masons built thousands of miles of stone walls
out of New Hampshire granite, and today those walls are vanishing," said
Elizabeth H. Muzzey, director of the N.H. Division of Historical Resources and
state historic preservation officer. "Identifying what remains is the important first
step of preserving them for generations to come."
For links to the NH Stone Wall Mapper, as well as a companion website that
details the history of stone walls and the use of LiDAR to reveal them, and
guidance on how to interact on the map, please visit the Stone Wall Project
webpage at http://www.granit.unh.edu/resourcelibrary/specialtopics/stonewalls.
You can also join the community of stone wall mappers by becoming a member of
the NH Stone Wall Mapping Project Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/NHstonewalls
For more information about the project, please contact Rick Chormann, State
Geologist and Director, NH Geological Survey, at (603) 271-1975
or frederick.chormann@des.nh.gov.
About the New Hampshire Geological Survey
The New Hampshire Geological Survey's (NHGS) mission is to collect data
and perform research on the land, mineral, and water resources of the state, and
disseminate the findings to the public through maps, reports, and other
publications. NHGS provides geologic information to meet the scientific,
educational and business needs of both the public and private sector.

Stanley Grimes Conservation Scholarship Reminder!
Each year the Merrimack County Conservation District is honored to give out a $1,000 scholarship to a Merrimack
County resident who is enrolled in a two or four-year program of study in fields of Natural Resources such as Agriculture, Forestry, Environmental Science, Horticulture, Wetland Science, Environmental Engineering and Soil Science.
The application is due at the end of the first week in May!
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2018 Gleaning Wrap-up

Conservation Fundraiser
Order form inside!

Order your trees, shrubs, bulbs and more
today!
Priority orders due by March 8th

Questions?
Email info@merrimackccd.org

In 2018 we gleaned 44,140 lbs of fresh food from local farms!
That’s 8,514 lbs more than the 2017 season!
A huge thanks to the farms who
donated:
Todd’s Sugar Works, Belmont
Sweet Beet Market, Bradford
Hackleboro Orchard, Canterbury
Carter Hill Orchard, Concord
Lewis Farm, Concord
Gould Hill Farm, Contoocook
Grounding Stone Farm, Contoocook
Work Song Farm, Contoocook
Derrick LaBranche Farm, Dunbarton
LaValley Farm, Hooksett
Pearl and Sons Farm, Loudon
Picnic Rock Farm, Meredith
Spring Ledge Farm, New London
Found Well Farm, Pembroke
Night Farm, Rye
Muster Field Farm, Sutton
Warner River Produce, Webster

And many thanks to the
volunteers who made it all
possible:
The Friends RSVP Program
NHTI Sustainability Club
Tilton School

What is Gleaning?
Gleaning is the act of collecting excess food from area farms, farmers’
markets and gardens and donating it to local charitable organizations.

